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Remember, if you please, that I have never even
touched a silkworm. If I had some of your knowl-
edge on the subject I should not hesitate; it may
even come within the range of my present studies.
However, the recollection of your many kind-
nesses to me would leave me bitter regrets if I
were to decline your pressing invitation. Do as
you like with me." On May 17, 1865, Dumas
wrote: "I attach the greatest value to seeing your
attention fixed on the question which interests my
poor country; the distress is beyond anything you
can imagine."

Before his departure for Alais, Pasteur had
read an essay on the history of the silkworm, pub-
lished by one of his colleagues, Quatrefages, born
like Dumas in the Gard. Quatrefages attributed
to an Empress of China the first knowledge of
the art of utilizing silk, more than 4,000 years
ago. The Chinese, in possession of the precious
insect, had jealously preserved the monopoly of
its culture, even to the point of making it a
capital offence to take beyond the frontiers of the
Empire the eggs of the silkworm. A young prin-
cess, 2,000 years later, had the courage to in-
fringe this law for love of her betrothed, whom
she was going to join in the centre of Asia, and
also through the almost equally strong desire to
continue her fairy-like occupation after her mar-
riage.

Pasteur appreciated the pretty legend, but was